October 25, 2026   22nd Sunday after Pentecost              11 AM
REFORMATION SUNDAY

[image: ]. Wooden Love Sign, ca. 2000,
 from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.



PRELUDE                         

WELCOME  

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP
 

HYMN #63				“The Lord is God”

1. The Lord is God, the Lord alone!  Give honor, thanks, and praise
to God, the maker of all things and giver of our days.

2. With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and might,
O people, love the Lord your God, the source of truth and light.

3. At night or day, at home, away, together and apart,
O children, take these holy words and keep them in your heart.

4. The Lord is God, the Lord alone!  Give honor, thanks, and praise
 to God, the maker of all things and giver of our days.

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #582	        “Glory to God”	
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

  2 World without end, without end. Amen.
  World without end, without end. Amen
  World without end, without end. Amen.
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

PEACE       
  Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  


RESPONSIVE READING         Psalm 1 (NRSVUE)
[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked
    or take the path that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,
but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
    and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous,
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.

FIRST READING                      Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 (NRSVUE)
1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.

15 “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord.
17 “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                      Matthew 22:34-46 (NRSVUE)
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 45 “If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

SERMON		             “Love, Justice and Holiness”		   Jeff Courter

HYMN #203		         “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”

Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve
              the neighbors we have from you.

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet,
   Master who acts as a slave to them. [Refrain]

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race;
   neighbors are near us and far away. [Refrain]

3 These are the ones we should serve; these are the ones we should love;
   all these are neighbors to us and you. [Refrain]

4 Loving puts us on our knees, willing to wash others’ feet;
   this is the way we should live like you. [Refrain]
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH    A Litany for Reformation Sunday
This litany for Reformation Sunday is composed of excerpts from the Creeds, Catechisms, and Confessions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 		           Nicene Creed

the holy catholic Church; 					        Apostles’ Creed
the communion of saints.

This Kirk is catholic, that is, universal, 				     Scots Confession
because it contains the chosen of all ages,
of all realms, nations, and tongues,
be they of the Jews or be they of the Gentiles,
who have communion and society with God the Father,
and with the Son, Christ Jesus,
through the sanctification of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that, 						         Heidelberg Catechism
from the beginning to the end of the world,
and from among the whole human race,
the Son of God, by his Spirit and his Word,
gathers, protects, and preserves for himself,
in the unity of the true faith,
a congregation chosen for eternal life.

The Church is an assembly of the faithful 	       	Second Helvetic Confession
called or gathered out of the world;
a communion of all saints,
namely, of those who truly know
and rightly worship and serve
the true God in Christ the Savior,
by the Word and Holy Spirit,
and who by faith are partakers in all the benefits
which are freely offered through Christ.

The visible Church, 				    Westminster Confession of Faith
which is also catholic or universal under the gospel,
consists of all those throughout the world
that profess the true religion,
together with their children;
and is the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ;
the house and family of God.


The visible church has the privilege 				     Larger Catechism
of being under God’s special care and government;
of being protected and preserved in all ages,
notwithstanding the opposition of all enemies;
and of enjoying the communion of saints,
the ordinary means of salvation,
and offers of grace by Christ, to all members of it,
in the ministry of the gospel,
testifying that whosoever believes in him shall be saved,
and excluding none that will come unto him.

The church’s commission, 		            Theological Declaration of Barmen
upon which its freedom is founded,
consists in delivering the message
of the free grace of God
to all people in Christ’s stead,
and therefore in the ministry
of his own Word and work
through sermon and Sacrament.

The church confesses its faith 				              Confession of 1967
when it bears a present witness
to God’s grace in Jesus Christ.
The life, death, resurrection,
and promised coming of Jesus Christ
has set the pattern for the church’s mission.
The church follows this pattern
in the form of its life
and in the method of its action.
So to live and serve
is to confess Christ as Lord.



With believers in every time and place 		       Brief Statement of Faith
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY     

OFFERING SONG #328       “Praise God, All You Nations” (DaNase)
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise:
God’s love is great and endures forever.
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #765		“Song of Hope”

May the God of hope go with us every day, 
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Refrain: Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all;
working for a world that's new, faithful when we hear Christ's call.

BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                          
___________________________________________________________________                                       




UPCOMING CALENDAR

REMINDER – Please keep in mind that the worship is now at 11:00 AM through the Fall and Winter; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study starts at 10:00 AM.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.
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First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]    David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
    FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	 rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Rafael Reyes-Quiroz, Clerk of Session               

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: ]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the QR code above
4. The web address of your donation form has now been changed to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBFD
5. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.

[image: C:\Users\Jenny\Pictures\Jack\Worship\FPCFH4.png]


Building a Community of Faith, Hope, and Love
                                  PresbyFH.org
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