November 15, 2026    25th Sunday after Pentecost      11/15/26
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He Hid His Lord's Money,(circa 1860-1900), from
Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.

.  
PRELUDE                                          “Magnificat”		            G. Verdi (1813-1901)
       “My Soul glorifies the Lord and my Spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour.”
(Luke 1:47)

WELCOME  

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP
 

HYMN #733			“We All Are One in Mission” 

1 We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single, great commission compels us from above
to plan and work together that all may know Christ's love.

2 We all are called for service to witness in God's name.
Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others by God's surprising grace,
so every folk and nation may feel God's warm embrace.

3 Now let us be united and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God's redeeming word.
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #581	           “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
  Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  




RESPONSIVE READING         Psalm 90:1-8,12 (NRSVUE)
[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had formed the earth
    and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
You turn us back to dust and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past
    or like a watch in the night.
You sweep them away; they are like a dream, 
    like grass that is renewed in the morning;
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
    in the evening it fades and withers.
 For we are consumed by your anger;
    by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
You have set our iniquities before you,
    our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.

FIRST READING                      1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (NRSVUE)
5 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober, 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SECOND READING                  Matthew 25:14-30 (NRSVUE)
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16 the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

SERMON		 	“Stewards of the Kingdom”                    	   Jeff Courter




HYMN #716		  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”

1 God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door:
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

2 Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone.
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred:
ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.

PROFESSION OF FAITH        THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY                “Come unto Him,       J. H. Maunder (1858-1920)
    All Ye that Labour and Are Heavy Laden”




OFFERING SONG #606                        Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #376 (vv. 1, 3, 5, 6)  “When All Is Ended”

 1 When all is ended, time and troubles past,
    shall all be mended, sin and death out-cast?
    In hope we sing, and hope to sing at last:
    Alleluia! Alleluia!
 
3 Against all hope, our weary times have known
   wars ended, peace declared, compassion shown,
   great days of freedom, tyrants overthrown:
   Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 With earthy faith we sing a song of heaven:
   all life fulfilled, all loved, all wrong forgiven.
   Christ is our sign of hope, for Christ is risen:
   Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 With all creation, pain and anger past,
   evil exhausted, love supreme at last,
   alive in God, we’ll sing an unsurpassed
   Alleluia! Alleluia!

BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                        “Offer Our Praise and Thanksgiving             Henry Purcell
   with the Instruments of Joy to Celebrate the Glories of this Day.”
___________________________________________________________________                                       
UPCOMING CALENDAR

REMINDER – Please keep in mind that the worship is now at 11:00 AM through the Fall and Winter; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study starts at 10:00 AM.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.
(Please note:  if you’d like to prepare coffee hour, there is an instruction guide posted on the wall [copies are on the table]; you can also be reimbursed up to a certain amount by submitting your receipts to the office.  Thank you.




















First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]    David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
    FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	 rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Rafael Reyes-Quiroz, Clerk of Session             Hannah Lin, Guest Organist  

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: ]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the QR code above
4. The web address of your donation form has now been changed to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBFD
5. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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Building a Community of Faith, Hope, and Love
                                  PresbyFH.org
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