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PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414]CALL TO WORSHIP	
 



OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God who directed the Magi with a brilliant star,
who created the stars shining brightly upon us tonight
and the stars that hide behind clouds:
We ask for your direction as the sun has set on this Epiphany.
As we hear stories of disgrace and disorder, we dare to pray for peace –
for our nation, for our nation’s capital, and within the deepest parts of our leadership.
You are the God of radicals and traditionalists.
You are the God of the fearless and the fearful.
You are the God of all who are pessimistic on this night and those who are hopeful.
You are the God of all of us who throw up our hands in fury of injustice. You are our God.
We confess that – although we live in a nation with noble aspirations – we have fallen short of your glory time and time again. Forgive us for treating brown and black and golden people differently from the way we treat white people. Forgive us for our blindness of everyday racism. Forgive us for choosing what is comfortable over what is true.
We place our nation in your hands on this night.
Just as you guided the Magi, guide us to share gifts that honor the vulnerable.
Make us bold to speak the truth in love. Keep us from weak indifference.
Pour out your Spirit upon us to choose another way – a way that is not safe, perhaps,
but a way that leads to wholeness and healing and repair.
We pray this in the name of the One who was born in Bethlehem and who lives among us still through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
by Jan Edmiston, General presbyter, Presbytery of Charlotte



[bookmark: OLE_LINK96]HYMN #152	             “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”

1 What star is this, with beams so bright, more lovely than the noonday light?
’Tis sent to announce a newborn king, glad tidings of our God to bring.

2 ’Tis now fulfilled what God decreed,“From Jacob shall a star proceed;"
and lo! the eastern sages stand to read in heaven the Lord’s command.

3 While outward signs the star displays, an inward light the Lord conveys
and urges them, with tender might, to seek the giver of the light.

4 O Jesus, while the star of grace impels us on to seek your face,
let not our slothful hearts refuse the guidance of your light to use.
 
CALL TO CONFESSION

LITANY PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
(from Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago IL)

Leader: Epiphany God waiting to be seen and known—
People: forgive us for those times when submersion in unthinking routine
has dulled our perception of your Presence
and thwarted its life-changing possibilities.
Leader: Epiphany God waiting to comfort and restore—
People: forgive us for those moments when pride or fear has restricted our openness to your Presence and impeded its healing possibilities.
Leader: Epiphany God waiting to challenge and transform—
People: forgive us for those occasions when preoccupation with comfort and familiarity has stifled our response to your Presence and subverted its radical possibilities.
All: Epiphany God—bright Morning Star—
may we know your Presence with us now, and, in opening ourselves to embrace its possibilities, find different ways by which to journey onwards. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE


RESPONSE: HYMN #581	       “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING     Psalm 147:12-20 (NRSVUE)
Extol the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!
For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
    he blesses your children within you.
He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat.
He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.
 He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.
He hurls down hail like crumbs—who can stand before his cold?
He sends out his word and melts them; 
    he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
 He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
 He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
    they do not know his ordinances. Praise the Lord!

FIRST READING                  Jeremiah 31:7-14 (NRSVUE)
7 For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor together; a great company, they shall return here. 9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back; I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path where they shall not stumble, for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                John 1:10-18 (NRSVUE)
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

SERMON		 	           “Gifts Fit for a King”       	               Jeff Courter  

HYMN #147 (vv.1,3,6)                      “The First Nowell”

1 The first Nowell the angel did say 
   was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
   in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
   on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
   Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.

3 And by the light of that same star 
   three wise men came from country far;
   to seek for a king was their intent, 
   and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]

6 Then let us all with one accord
   sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
   that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
   and with his blood our life hath bought. [Refrain]

PROFESSION OF FAITH           THE NICENE CREED   
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY    

OFFERING SONG #606                        Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



INVITATION TO THE TABLE
(from First Presbyterian Church of Cumberland, MD https://www.fpc-cumberland.org) 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give you our thanks and praise, O God!
You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
And so with the community of faith from every place and time – with those who know how deeply you love us, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God, and blessed is your son Jesus Christ, in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and salvation. You sent a star to guide wise men to where Christ was born; and your signs and witnesses in every age and throughout all the world have led your people from far places to your light. In his baptism and in his table fellowship, he took his place with sinners.
In Christ, we have seen and heard the good news of God: the sick are healed, strangers are welcomed, the poor have hope, and the dead are raised to new life.

And now remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
We take from your creation this bread and this cup and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. And we proclaim the great mystery of our faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, unite us with Christ and with your church in all the world. Help us to grow in faith and love, as your people in Christ. 
Strengthen our hearts and teach us patience as we watch and pray for the
coming go the Lord.
Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty father, now and forever.
Amen.

And now with the confidence of children of God, we pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. You have fed us with the bread of life, and renewed us for your service. Help us who shared Christ’s body and received his cup, to be faithful disciples so that our living may be part of the life of your kingdom, and our love be your love reaching out into the life of the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #150		“As with Gladness Men of Old”

1 As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee.
2 As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before thee, whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat.

3 As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.

4 Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way;
and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.

BENEDICTION

HYMN #134  (first verse)          “Joy to the World”

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
 
POSTLUDE                         


















































UPCOMING CALENDAR

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY – We will begin Part 2 – Delivered into Covenant (Pivotal Moments in the Book of Exodus) by Walter Brueggemann on Sunday, January 18th.  Books for this study are available in the church office.  Please see David.


REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.























First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375    presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
     Nadina Grants, Clerk of Session                     Hannah Lin, Guest Organist     



Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1

For offerings/donations:
1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office 
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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