October 4, 2026   19th Sunday after Pentecost            11 AM
World Communion Sunday
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PRELUDE       			“Impromptu”			               Louis Vierne
	          (make music to the Lord with harp and sound of singing)      (1878-1937)

WELCOME  

MINUTE FOR MISSION    

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP
 
HYMN #494 (vv. 1, 3, 5)    “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”

1 Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life, thou light of all,
from the best bliss that earth imparts we turn, unfilled, to heed thy call.
 
3 We taste thee, O thou living bread, and long to feast upon thee still;
we drink of thee, the fountainhead, and thirst our souls from thee to fill.
 
5 O Jesus, ever with us stay; make all our moments calm and bright.
O chase the night of sin away; shed o'er the world thy holy light.

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #581	           “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
  Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

RESPONSIVE READING        Psalm 19 (NRSVUE)     
The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth
    and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
    and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens and its circuit to the end of them,
    and nothing is hid from its heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure,
    making wise the simple;
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true
    and righteous altogether.
 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
    sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward.
But who can detect one’s own errors? Clear me from hidden faults.
 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over   
    me. Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
    be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]FIRST READING                          Matthew 26:26-29 (NRSVUE)
26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                   Philippians 3:7-14 (NRSVUE)
7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

SERMON		                   “Holy Communion”			   Jeff Courter

HYMN #504                            “We Come as Guests Invited”

1 We come as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine,
his friends on earth united to share the bread and wine;
the bread of life is broken; the wine is freely poured
for us, in solemn token of Christ our dying Lord.

2 We eat and drink, receiving from Christ the grace we need,
and in our hearts believing on him by faith we feed;
with wonder and thanksgiving for love that knows no end,
we find in Jesus living our ever-present friend.

3 One bread is ours for sharing, one single fruitful vine,
our fellowship declaring renewed in bread and wine:
renewed, sustained, and given by token, sign, and word,
the pledge and seal of heaven, the love of Christ our Lord.
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH           THE NICENE CREED                                   	            
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.                

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY and DEDICATION OF SPECIAL OFFERING

2 Thessalonians was written to a Christian community which was experiencing persecution so severe that some believed the time of judgment had come, while others spread misinformation and sowed dissent. The letter ends with a benedictory prayer: for God’s peace to be granted at all times in all ways. 

The World Communion Offering helps us imagine and create a witness to the God of Peace. This special offering is used so that our witness to peace is extended, and we help fulfill the daring prayer in 2nd Thessalonians: that the God of Peace is known “at all times in all ways.”

God’s peace is greater than we can imagine, and so we pray hard, with our minds, our gifts, and with our Church and all those who inspire a sense of God’s peace.
For when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray:
O God of Peace at all times in all ways, grant us your peace and help us to imagine a world where your justice and peace are ever known. Amen.

OFFERTORY			         “Devotional Meditation”                           F. Midgley

OFFERING SONG #606                        Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

COMMUNION HYMN #510		“Come, Share the Lord”                   Bruno & John
PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR COMMUNION
© Presbyterian Outlook, 2024 Liturgy written by Rev. Stephanie Sorge

On this World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that we join our
Christian siblings across the globe as we gather around this table. This
table extends far beyond our place of worship, and there is room for all.
Can you see it? Can we envision the great diversity of God’s children,
celebrating today in a global diaspora, foreshadowing God’s beloved
community? At this table, Christ is our host, and we are all guests, invited
to be renewed in our discipleship as we share in a taste of what is yet to
come. Come taste and see that God is good!

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

There is nothing more right than to give you thanks and praise.
In a dance of creative spark and divine love, you made all that is:
Dazzling galaxies and pulsing protozoa, canopies of green leaves and
ocean floors of living coral. You created humanity, and called it very good.
You gave us intellect and the capacity for growth, but we misused our
gifts. We turned from you, but you did not turn from us.

You sent Jesus to show us the depth of your love for us, to call us back
to faithfulness by the example of his own life, and to welcome us as his
siblings and your beloved children. Therefore we praise you, joining the
heavenly chorus and the global choir, singing forever to the glory of your
name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

We thank you for your son Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
He came as a teacher, a healer, and a peacemaker, but in living out your
love, he encountered and confronted the death-dealing systems of this
world. In sharing and showing your love, he held nothing back, until his
mission was complete.

He suffered as we suffer, even the sting of death, but death did not have
the final word. He rose from the grave, conquering death itself, and now
lives eternally with you. He will return to redeem and reconcile all of
creation, to make all things new. In thanksgiving, we offer our lives in love
and joyful service.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us. Bless the bread we break
and the cup we share. In this holy communion, make us one with you
and with each other, so that we may become the body of Christ, given to
the world. Remembering our connection to each other, we offer now the
prayers that are on our hearts, for the church, the world, and those we
love…Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor belong to you, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

We continue our prayer as Jesus taught us, saying,
   THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 1 Corinthians 11:23b-25 (spoken in several languages)

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

SACRAMENTS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

COMMUNION MUSIC                “Agnus Dei” (Lamb of God)                    W.A. Mozart

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE   

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #515 (vv. 1, 2, 5)    “I Come with Joy”

1 I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall, in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.

2 I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread.

5 Together met, together bound by all that God has done,
we’ll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE                                      “Chaconne”			        Louis Couperin  
    (consisting of a set of continuous variation upon a ground bass)     (1626-1661)
___________________________________________________________________                                       














UPCOMING CALENDAR

TODAY - WORLD COMMUNION OFFERING
All of God's people gather around the Table to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Part of the atonement that happens around this Table is reconciliation, which is the focus of the World Communion Offering. Experience the grace that comes from reconciling all peoples from all nations around the corner and around the globe through the ministry of this offering. 
(Formally Peace and Global Witness) 

REMINDER – Please keep in mind that the worship is now at 11:00 AM through the Fall and Winter; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study starts at 10:00 AM.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.
















First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]    David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
    FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Rafael Reyes-Quiroz, Clerk of Session            Hannah Lin, Guest Organist

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: ]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the QR code above
4. The web address of your donation form has now been changed to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBFD
5. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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Building a Community of Faith, Hope, and Love
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