March 17, 2024             5th Sunday in Lent                         11 AM
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PRELUDE	                   “Behold the Lamb of God” 			   G.F. Handel
                “Come Unto Him, All Ye That Labour and Are Heavy Laden”  J.H. Maunder

WELCOME      		                    

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP





HYMN #213			“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.

5 In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE
RESPONSE: HYMN #581	               “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING       Psalm 51:1-12 (NRSVUE)
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
    according to your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
    so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass  
     judgment.
Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
You desire truth in the inward being; 
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

FIRST READING                        Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NRSVUE)
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

SECOND READING                   John 12:20-33 (NRSVUE) 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people[a] to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

SERMON                                “The New Covenant”		 Jeff Courter  
   
HYMN #718		  “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”

1 Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be;
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me.

2 Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm;
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up and brace your heart and nerve your arm.

3 Take up your cross; heed not the shame, and let your foolish pride be still;
the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross, on Calvary's hill.

4 Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, and calmly every danger brave:
it guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o'er the grave.

PROFESSION OF FAITH      THE APOSTLES CREED   
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.      

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY   Chorale in B Minor “Have Mercy, Lord, on Me”        Bach      
[bookmark: _Hlk145670054]
OFFERING SONG #606                    Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.                  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION /THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #818	     “By Gracious Powers”

1 By gracious powers so wonderfully sheltered,
and confidently waiting, come what may,
we know that God is with us night and morning
and never fails to greet us each new day.

2 Yet is this heart by its old foe tormented,
still evil days bring burdens hard to bear;
O give our frightened souls the sure salvation
for which, O Lord, you taught us to prepare.

3 And when this cup you give is filled to brimming
with bitter suffering, hard to understand,
we take it thankfully and without trembling,
out of so good and so beloved a hand.

4 Yet when again in this same world you give us
the joy we had, the brightness of your sun,
we shall remember all the days we lived through,
and our whole life shall then be yours alone.
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                           Sinfony in D Major (2nd Mvt.)                   Jean J. Mouret
_____________________________________________________________________________


























UPCOMING CALENDAR


TODAY, 12:30 PM  – Deacon’s Meeting after the worship service.

MONDAY NIGHT, 7:00 PM - Meditation & Prayer Group in the church sanctuary.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT, 7:00 PM – Lenten Study using the book, Pause.  We will be meeting on Zoom.  If you’re interested, please contact the church office.

SUNDAY – 10:00 AM, Rm 7 – Bible Study – we are coming to the final chapters in the Book of Romans (in-person only). Please contact Church Office for further information.

REMINDER:  We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office, and we would appreciate your help as we have been transitioning back to in-worship service.  If you have any questions, please contact the Office.















First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    ‘Cil Brewer, Clerk of Session                            Hannah Lin, Guest Organist   







For offerings/donations:

1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account. Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 646-577-7967
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above.
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank
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