November 8, 2026      24th Sunday after Pentecost        11/8/26

[image: ]Tissot, James, 1836-1902. Foolish Virgins,(1886-1894)
 from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
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PRELUDE                         

WELCOME  

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP
 

HYMN #342		   “Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor”

1 Judge Eternal, throned in splendor, Lord of lords and King of kings,
   with your living fire of judgment purge this land of bitter things;
   solace all its wide dominion with the healing of your wings.

2 Still the weary folk are pining for the hour that brings release,
   and the city’s crowded clangor cries aloud for sin to cease,
   and the homesteads and the woodlands plead in silence for their peace.

3 Crown, O God, your own endeavor; cleave our darkness with your sword;
   feed the faithless and the hungry with the richness of your word;
   cleanse the body of this nation through the glory of the Lord.

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #582	        “Glory to God”	
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

  2 World without end, without end. Amen.
  World without end, without end. Amen
  World without end, without end. Amen.
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

PEACE       
  Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  


RESPONSIVE READING         Psalm 70 (NRSVUE)
[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. O Lord, make haste to help me!
Let those be put to shame and confusion who seek my life.
    Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor who desire to hurt me.
Let those who say, “Aha, Aha!” turn back because of their shame.
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.
    Let those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”
But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God!
    You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay!

FIRST READING                      Amos 5:18-24 (NRSVUE)
18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord? It is darkness, not light, 19 as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake. 20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them, and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24 But let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                  Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSVUE)
1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

SERMON		              “The End Is At Hand”			   Jeff Courter

HYMN #350 (vv. 1,2)	    “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”

 1 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning; keep your lamps trimmed and burning;
    keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for the time is drawing nigh.

    Refrain: Sisters, don’t grow weary; brothers, don’t grow weary;
    children, don’t grow weary, for the time is drawing nigh.

  2 It’s our faith makes us happy; it’s our faith makes us happy;
     it’s our faith makes us happy, for the time is drawing nigh. [Refrain]

PROFESSION OF FAITH        THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY     




OFFERING SONG #328       “Praise God, All You Nations” (DaNase)
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise:
God’s love is great and endures forever.
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #757 (vv. 1,3) “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”

1. Today we all are called to be disciples of the Lord,
to help to set the captive free, make plowshare out of sword,
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast,
to serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last.

3. Pray justice may come rolling down as in a mighty stream,
with righteousness in field and town to cleanse us and redeem.
For God is longing to restore an earth where conflicts cease,
a world that was created for a harmony of peace.

BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                          
___________________________________________________________________                                       
UPCOMING CALENDAR

REMINDER – Please keep in mind that the worship is now at 11:00 AM through the Fall and Winter; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study starts at 10:00 AM.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.
(Please note:  if you’d like to prepare coffee hour, there is an instruction guide posted on the wall [copies are on the table]; you can also be reimbursed up to a certain amount by submitting your receipts to the office.  Thank you.
First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]    David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
    FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	 rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Rafael Reyes-Quiroz, Clerk of Session               

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: ]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the QR code above
4. The web address of your donation form has now been changed to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBFD
5. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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