  July 5, 2026         6th Sunday after Pentecost               11 AM
Independence Day weekend
  
 [image: Free Patriotic Images America, Download Free Patriotic Images ...]
                                                                     Clipart Library



PRELUDE                         “The 94th Psalm – Sonata in C Minor”            Julius Reubke
			   (1st Mov. – Grave & 4th Mov., Allegro-Fugue)        (1834-1858)

WELCOME      

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP


HYMN #338		         “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with *brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

2 O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw;
confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law!

3 O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!
America! America! May God thy gold refine
till all success be nobleness and every gain divine!

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171] 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #581	           “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
  Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING            Psalm 145:8-14 (NRSVUE)
 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
 The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
    and all your faithful shall bless you.
 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power,
  to make known to all people your mighty deeds
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures
    throughout all generations. The Lord is faithful in all his words and 
    gracious in all his deeds. 
 The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.

FIRST READING                         Zechariah 9:9-12 (NRSVUE)
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

SECOND READING                   Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 (NRSVUE)
16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

SERMON			          “Real Citizens”    		               Jeff Courter

HYMN #346 (vv. 1,2)		  “For the Healing of the Nations”

1 For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord;
   for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords;
   to a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word.

2 Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world release,
   that, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace.
   Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase.

PROFESSION OF FAITH           THE NICENE CREED                                   	            
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.                

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY   “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee,    George Boehm
Who trust in God’s unchanging love Builds on the rock that none can move”
(Var. I & IV)

OFFERING SONG #606                     Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING (SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION)
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!
People will come from east and west, and from north and south, to sit at table in the kingdom of God. This is the Lord’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast he has prepared.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal God, our Creator. You formed the universe in your wisdom and created all things by your power. You made us in your image to love and serve you, but we turned from you and abandoned your ways. Yet you did not reject us. You claimed us as your people and sent prophets to call us back to your way.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Born of Mary, he came to dwell among us, full of grace and truth.
He forgave our failures, healed our hurts, and gave himself in utter sacrifice for those he loved. By his death on the cross, he overcame death. Rising from the tomb, he gave us everlasting life.

With thanksgiving, we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit, make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast, united in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor belong to you, almighty God, now and forever. 

   THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

THE LORD’S SUPPER       “Jesu, Grant Me This I Pray”               Charles H. Kitson

ANNOUNCEMENTS


HYMN #340			     “This Is My Song”

1. This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 
but other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes 
and dreams as true and high as mine. 

2. My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. So hear my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine.

3. This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth's kingdoms, thy kingdom come; on earth    
        thy will be done. Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, and hearts united  
        learn to live as one. So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; myself I give 
        thee; let thy will be done.

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                   “Chorale Variation (VI & VII) in A Minor”                  J.S. Bach                             
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
UPCOMING CALENDAR


TODAY AFTER WORSHIP – Please join us after worship for a picnic celebration!   We look forward to seeing you!

WEDNESDAY, 7:00 PM -  Book Discussion Group on the book The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. We will be on the church Zoom at 7:00 PM.

REMINDER – Please keep in mind that worship is now at 10:00 AM for the Summer months ending last Sunday of August.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.
First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]    David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
     FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Rafael Reyes-Quiroz, Clerk of Session            Hannah Lin, Guest Organist                    
      

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: ]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. The web address of your donation form has now been changed to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBFD
5. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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