April 2, 2026                     Maundy Thursday                               7 PM
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PRELUDE                       “Lighten the Lamps; Tears of Pity”                Antonin Dvořák
(from “Stabat Mater,” Opus 58)

WELCOME     

CALL TO WORSHIP
What shall we offer for all God’s goodness to us? 
Let us lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.                  
OPENING PRAYER
Holy God, source and sovereign, 
you put all power and authority into the hands of Christ— 
Christ, who washes our feet in humble service.
Teach us to love one another as Christ has loved us,
so that everyone will know that we are his disciples;
through Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Lord, we pray. Amen.

HYMN #504		            “We Come as Guests Invited”

1 We come as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine,
his friends on earth united to share the bread and wine;
the bread of life is broken; the wine is freely poured
for us, in solemn token of Christ our dying Lord.

2 We eat and drink, receiving from Christ the grace we need,
and in our hearts believing on him by faith we feed;
with wonder and thanksgiving for love that knows no end,
we find in Jesus living our ever-present friend.

3 One bread is ours for sharing, one single fruitful vine,
our fellowship declaring renewed in bread and wine:
renewed, sustained, and given by token, sign, and word,
the pledge and seal of heaven, the love of Christ our Lord.

CALL TO CONFESSION
The Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth: 
Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment against themselves.
If we judged ourselves, we would not be judged.
But when we are judged by the Lord, we receive discipline so that we may not be condemned along with the world.
With confidence in God’s abundant mercy, let us examine ourselves and confess our sin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken,
we confess that we fail to fulfill your will.
Though you have bound yourself to us, we will not bind ourselves to you.
In Jesus Christ you serve us freely,
but we refuse your love and withhold ourselves from others.
We do not love you fully or love one another as you command.
In your mercy, forgive and cleanse us.
Lead us once again to your table and unite us to Christ,
who is the bread of life and the vine from which we grow in grace.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE
Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE: HYMN #581	              “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.

PASSING THE PEACE






READING			       Matthew 26:17-30(NRSV)

17On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.

20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve disciples, 21and while they were eating he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

ARIA				      “He Was Despised”  (From Handel’s Messiah)	     
sung by Miangaly Razafindrakoto

READING                                John 13:1-17 (NRSVUE)
1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers[d] greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

REFLECTION							        Rev. Weidmann 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION

HYMN # 507                         “Come to the Table of Grace”  

1 Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of grace.

2 Come to the table of peace. Come to the table of peace.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of peace.

3 Come to the table of love. Come to the table of love.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of love.

4 Come to the table of hope. Come to the table of hope.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of hope.

5 Come to the table of joy. Come to the table of joy.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of joy.
On the night of Jesus’ arrest, he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This is my body, given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup and gave it to his disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God: With your people Israel, we remember how you have saved us—Therefore we praise you, joining the song of the universal church and the heavenly choir:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior:
Kneeling down in humility to wash his disciples’ feet,
Jesus gave us a new commandment: to love one another.
By this love, the world will know that we are his disciples. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?

O Lord, remembering your goodness and grace, we offer ourselves to you with gratitude as we share this joyful feast.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ is coming again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup, we pray;
make us one in the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Help us who are fed here to pass on to others what we have received from you: the gift of your grace and the promise of salvation in Christ. 
As often as we do this, let our lives proclaim your love.

Through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, we bless you, God of glory, now and forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE COMMUNION
                                         “Jesu, Grant Me This I Pray”                        C.H. Kitson

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, Holy One, for the body and blood of our Lord,
given with love for the world.
Send us out in your Spirit to share the good news of salvation and give ourselves for others; in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen.

REFLECTION							             Rev. Courter

READING                           John 19:1-3, 16-19 (NRSVUE)
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face.
16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying the cross by himself he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
  				           “At the Cross”	                             Theodore Dubois			(from “The Seven Last Words of Christ”)

THE REPROACHES OF THE CROSS

O my people, O my church,
what have I done to you,
or in what have I offended you? Answer me.
I led you forth from the land of Egypt
and delivered you by the waters of baptism,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

[bookmark: _Hlk131086906]Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

I led you through the desert forty years and fed you with manna.
I brought you through tribulation into the promised land,
and gave you my body, the bread of heaven,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

What more could I have done for you that I have not done?
I planted you, my chosen and fairest vineyard,
I made you the branches of my vine;
but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

I went before you in a pillar of cloud,
and you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate.
I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom,
but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

I gave you a royal scepter,
and bestowed the keys of the kingdom,
but you have given me a crown of thorns,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

My peace I gave you, and washed your feet as a sign of my love,
but you draw the sword to strike in my name,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

I prayed that all may be one in the Father and me,
but you continue to quarrel and divide.
I call you to go and bring forth fruit,
but you cast lots for my clothing,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters;
I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Response: Holy God, have mercy upon us. 

HYMN # 221		“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

1 O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down;
now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.

2 What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain:
mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve thy place;
look on me with thy favor, and grant to me thy grace.

3 What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
for this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end?
O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.

READING			           John 19:28-30 (NRSVUE)
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

EXTINGUISHING OF CANDLES	

BENEDICTION

(Congregation leaves in silence) 

POSTLUDE			         “Largo in C Minor”			      F. Chopin
				           (Opus 28, #20)












































First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036    Jeff Courter, Pastor,
FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com               rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com
Nadina Grants, Clerk of Session      Hannah Lin, Guest Pianist





For offerings/donations:
1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank                            
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