March 22, 2026	           5th Sunday in Lent                            11 AM
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Ge, N. N. (Nikolaĭ Nikolaevich), 1831-1894. Mary, sister of Lazarus, Greets Jesus, (1863)
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 




PRELUDE 	     

WELCOME 

MINUTE FOR MISSION – ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414]CALL TO WORSHIP	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK96] 

HYMN #286	                      “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure.

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity.
		 
CALL TO CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE

RESPONSE: HYMN #582	               “Glory to God”	
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

  2 World without end, without end. Amen.
  World without end, without end. Amen
  World without end, without end. Amen.
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.





[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING            Psalm 130 (NRSVUE)
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive 
    to the voice of my supplications!
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning,
    more than those who watch for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
    and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.
 
FIRST READING                  Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NRSVUE)
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                    John 11:1-45 (NRSVUE)
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”

14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

SERMON		 	         “Bringing the Dead to Life”	               Jeff Courter  

HYMN #522	(vv. 1, 4, 5)	          “I Am the Bread of Life”

1. “I am the Bread of Life.  You who come to Me shall not hunger;
and who believe in Me shall not thirst. No one can come to Me
unless the Father beckons.”

[Refrain]: “And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up,
and I will raise you up on the last day.”

   4.  “I am the Resurrection; I am the Life.
         If you believe in Me, even though you die, you shall live forever. [Refrain]

   5.  “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ,
          the Son of God, who has come into the world. [Refrain] 

PROFESSION OF FAITH           THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY          

OFFERING SONG #328      “Praise God, All You Nations” (DaNase)
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise:
God’s love is great and endures forever.
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN #  273				He Is King of Kings

Refrain: He is King of kings; he is Lord of lords,
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no one works like him.
O he is King of kings; he is Lord of lords,
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no one works like him.

1 He built his throne up in the air; no one works like him;
and called his saints from everywhere; no one works like him.
O he is King of kings; he is Lord of lords,
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no one works like him. [Refrain]

2 He pitched his tents on Canaan ground; no one works like him;
and broke oppressive kingdoms down; no one works like him.
O he is King of kings; he is Lord of lords,
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no one works like him. [Refrain]

3 I know that my Redeemer lives; no one works like him;
and by his love sweet blessing gives; no one works like him.
O he is King of kings; he is Lord of lords,
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no one works like him. [Refrain]

BENEDICTION
 
POSTLUDE                         
UPCOMING CALENDAR
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY – Sunday 10:00 AM  – we are currently reading Delivered into Covenant (Pivotal Moments in the Book of Exodus) by Walter Brueggemann  
If you are interested, please contact David in the office.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24th  – Lenten Study, 7:00 PM on Zoom
We are continuing our Lenten study by reading Pastor Brian Zahnd's book, The Wood Between the Worlds:A Poetic Theology of the Cross (InterVarsity Press, 2024) until Holy Week.  We have copies of the book available who are in the study - if you want a copy, please contact the office or stop by and get a copy.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.



















First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375    presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
     Rafael Reyes-Quiroz, Clerk of Session             

Please note: we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now. Name:  CHURCH GUEST Password: welcome1

For offerings/donations:
1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office 
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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