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Joó, Zoltán. Doubting Thomas,
 from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
 



PRELUDE    
 
WELCOME      

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP
 


HYMN #243				“Be Not Afraid”
Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia!

CALL TO CONFESSION  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #582	             “Glory to God”	
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

  2 World without end, without end. Amen.
  World without end, without end. Amen
  World without end, without end. Amen.
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  
 
PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.	   

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING             Psalm 111 (NRSVUE)
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
    in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.
Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.
He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 
    the Lord is gracious and merciful.
He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
He has shown his people the power of his works,
     in giving them the heritage of the nations.
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.
They are established forever and ever,
     to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.
     Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever.
 
FIRST READING                        Acts 2:14, 22-32 (NRSVUE)
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                    John 20:19-31 (NRSVUE)
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

SERMON                                      “Seeing and Believing”                          Jeff Courter     







HYMN #240 (vv.1,2)		  “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”

     Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord,
                    Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. [Refrain]

2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen. [Refrain]

PROFESSION OF FAITH  	       THE APOSTLES CREED   
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,    
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY     

OFFERING SONG #328      “Praise God, All You Nations” (DaNase)
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise:
God’s love is great and endures forever.
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS





CLOSING HYMN#251            “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise him, alleluia.
For our redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

Refrain:  Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.
               Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy.
               Our sin forgiving, alleluia!  Jesus is living, alleluia!

2 For three long days the grave did its worst until its strength by God was dispersed. He who gives life did death undergo, and in its conquest his might did show. Refrain

3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear. You look for Jesus who is not here.
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. Only the graveclothes are lying there.” Refrain

4 “Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave. He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done. Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain

5 Christ has arisen to set us free. Alleluia, to him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; he reigns triumphant, heavenly king. Refrain

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                         



 		    








UPCOMING CALENDAR

SUNDAY, APRIL 19th , 12:30 PM – EMBRACING COMPASSION. Please come join us in the church hall to hear Dr. Rikki Asher.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.


























First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Nadina Grants, Clerk of Session                              
      

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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