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				   (The Longest Night)
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PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414]CALL TO WORSHIP	
“The light shines in the darkness.
And the darkness has not overcome it.”


OPENING PRAYER 
Rev. Rae Watson (ey/em) is the associate pastor at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia.

Let us pray.
Holy God, it is the season of joy, but our hearts are heavy, and joy seems too far away. 
It is the season of love, but we come in sorrow and grief, missing those who will not be here to celebrate with us. 
It is the season of hope, but the problems of our world have left us weary and exhausted. 
It is the season of peace, and we come seeking your true shalom.
We lean on your promises: Come, all who are weary, and you will find rest. Come, all who mourn, and you will find comfort. Come, all who hunger for peace, and you will find healing.
Come, even amid the darkest days, and find the light of the world. Amen.

HYMN #85                     “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”

1. Light one candle to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

2. Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

3. Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory.

4. Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He is coming; tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining..

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE      
(One Candle - An advent liturgy by Rev. Karen Ware Jackson)

Light one candle for hope. (light first candle)
Because the world is broken and the wait is long, but hope just won’t let go. Hope holds space for all our longings lingers on the edge of harsh reality like the dawn gently awakening the sky. “Keep awake,” she whispers, “for the world is being made new.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us. 

Light one candle for peace. (light second candle)
Because the world is broken and the wait is long, but we refuse to be frozen by fear. Peace comes in fits and starts a deep breath a courageous truth a humble heart. “Prepare the way,” she whispers, “for the Lord comes to make the broken whole.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us. 

Light one candle for joy. (light third candle)
Because the world is broken and the wait is long, but our joy cannot be contained. Like a toddler, toppling the thrones of power with a gleeful swipe, Joy pierces our silence with song interrupts our sighing with laughter unshackles our fumbling feet to dance. “My soul magnifies the Lord,” she whispers, “and my Spirit rejoices in God my savior.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us. 

Light one candle for love. (light fourth candle)
Because the world is broken and the wait is long, but love never ends. Love faithfully goes about the work of casting out fear speaking truth healing the deepest wounds crossing the divide from this world to the next and back again. “Here i am,” she whispers, “the servant of the Lord.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK96]
HYMN #129         	         “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.

2 Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior, when half spent was the night.

3 This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us and lightens every load.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE

RESPONSE: HYMN #581	           “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.

PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING     Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 (NRSVUE)
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  
    Stir up your might, and come to save us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears 
    and given them tears to drink in full measure.
You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 
    our enemies laugh among themselves.
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
    the one whom you made strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

FIRST READING                     Isaiah 7:10-16 (NRSVUE)
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSVUE)
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

SERMON		 	        “Hope for the Hopeless”       	               Jeff Courter  

HYMN #104			  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

1 O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast,
to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best.

2 Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me;
your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace
in love, all loves excelling, our lost and fallen race.
3 You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill,
to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.
In patient expectation we live for that great day
when your renewed creation your glory shall display.

PROFESSION OF FAITH  	        THE APOSTLES CREED   
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,    
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY    

[bookmark: _Hlk145670054]OFFERING SONG #606                        Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #145	            “What Child Is This”

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you.
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!

BENEDICTION
 
POSTLUDE                         









UPCOMING CALENDAR

 
TODAY -  HOLIDAY PARTY!  We have our annual Christmas party after our worship service in the church hall. Please come and join us!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY – We are taking a short break till after the holidays, then start Part 2 of the study of Exodus in January.  Books for this study are available in the church office.  Please see David.


REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.


First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375    presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
     Nadina Grants, Clerk of Session                     Beata Moon, Guest Organist     



Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1

For offerings/donations:
1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office 
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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