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PRELUDE 	                       “Preludium and Fuga in G Minor”                 D. Buxtehude

WELCOME 

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414]CALL TO WORSHIP	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK96] 





HYMN #339	                         “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

1 Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies;
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on, till victory is won.

2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died.
Yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our parents sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand,
true to our God, true to our native land.

CALL TO CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE

RESPONSE: HYMN #581	              “Gloria Patri”
Glory be the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end.  Amen.  Amen.
PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING           Psalm 15 (NRSVUE)
O Lord, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right
    and speak the truth from their heart;
who do not slander with their tongue and do no evil to their friends
    nor heap shame upon their neighbors;
in whose eyes the wicked are despised but who honor those who fear   
    the Lord; who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
who do not lend money at interest and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
    Those who do these things shall never be moved.

FIRST READING                          Micah 6:1-8 (NRSVUE)
1 Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                Matthew 5:1-12 (NRSVUE)
 1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

SERMON		 	             “Blessings”		              Jeff Courter  

PROFESSION OF FAITH           THE NICENE CREED   
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY       “O Lord, we wait for You; Your name          John White
                          and renown are the desire of our hearts”  (Isaiah 26:8)

OFFERING SONG #606                        Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
	
HYMN#770                  “I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table”    

1 I'm gonna eat at the welcome table; I'm gonna eat at the welcome table, Alleluia.
I'm gonna eat at the welcome table; I'm gonna eat at the welcome table, Alleluia.

3 I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers; I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Alleluia.
I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers; I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Alleluia.

4 Here all the world will find a welcome; here all the world will find a welcome, Alleluia.
Here all the world will find a welcome; here all the world will find a welcome, Alleluia.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God,
creator and ruler of the universe.
You established your people to be a light for the nations, and called us to walk in your paths and follow your ways.
Even now, you are coming to bring justice and peace to the world.
You have been our shepherd and savior in every generation.
Though we turned away from you, you were always faithful.

In the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to be our Immanuel.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place who forever
sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of majesty. Out of your great love for the world, you sent
Jesus, not to condemn, but to save, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish, but have eternal life, born again from above by water and the Spirit.
In Christ Jesus, you drew near to us for our salvation, teaching us to live in faith and to seek the good of all.
Through his dying and rising, you brought life to the world.
In Jesus Christ, born of Mary, you fulfilled your promise, long-awaited by prophets, and spoken in the scriptures.
By his resurrection from the dead, we receive life everlasting.
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, unite us with Christ and with your church in all the world.
Keep us faithful and alert for the hour of Christ’s coming.
Let us live honorably as children of truth and light, so that we may eat and drink together in your eternal realm.

Fill us with wisdom and understanding, knowledge and power, and grant that we may live in harmony with one another as we await the coming of the kingdom of heaven.
Help us to grow in faith and love, as your people in Christ.
Strengthen our hearts and teach us patience as we watch and pray for the coming of the Lord.
Give hope and strength to those who call upon your name.
Feed us with the bread of life and fill us with the spirit of joy so that we may share your grace and peace with all the world.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

  THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE     “Jesu, Grant Me This I Pray”              C.H. Kitson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #317	     “In Christ There Is No East or West”

1. In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth.

2. In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find;
his service is the golden cord close-binding humankind.

3. Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate'er your race may be.
All children of the living God are surely kin to me.

4. In Christ now meet both east and west; in him meet south and north.
All Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth.

BENEDICTION
 
POSTLUDE                       “Fanfare” (from Devotional Suite)      Charles L. Talmadge


UPCOMING CALENDAR

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY – Sunday 10:00 AM  – we are currently starting Delivered into Covenant (Pivotal Moments in the Book of Exodus) by Walter Brueggemann  
If you are interested, please contact David in the office.

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.

First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375    presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
     Nadina Grants, Clerk of Session                     Hannah Lin, Guest Organist       

[image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1

For offerings/donations:
1. Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office 
3. [image: C:\Users\Jenny\Pictures\Jack\Worship\FPCFH4.png]Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.

Building a Community of Faith, Hope, and Love
                                  PresbyFH.org
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HISTORY MONTH
Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements and
a time for recognizing the central role and contributions

of black people in U.S. and world history.
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