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PRELUDE                        
 
WELCOME      

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP
 


HYMN #7		           “Mothering God, You Gave me Birth”

1 Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world.
Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun.

2 Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light,
grain...of life, and grape of love, your very body for my peace.

3 Mothering Spirit, nurturing one, in arms of patience hold me close,
so that in faith I root and grow until I flower, until I know.

CALL TO CONFESSION  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 
RESPONSE: HYMN #582	                “Glory to God”	
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

  2 World without end, without end. Amen.
  World without end, without end. Amen
  World without end, without end. Amen.
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

PEACE       
  Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.	   




[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING         Psalm 115 (NRSVUE)
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.
Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he pleases.
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but they do not speak; they have eyes, but they do not see.
They have ears, but they do not hear; they have noses, but they do not smell.
They have hands, but they do not feel; they have feet, but they do not walk;
    they make no sound in their throats.
Those who make them are like them; so are all who trust in them.
O Israel, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.
O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.
You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.
The Lord has been mindful of us; he will bless us; 
    he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron;
he will bless those who fear the Lord, both small and great.
May the Lord give you increase, both you and your children.
May you be blessed by the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, 
    but the earth he has given to human beings.
The dead do not praise the Lord, nor do any who go down into silence.
But we will bless the Lord from this time on and forevermore.
Praise the Lord!

FIRST READING                        Acts 17: 22-31 (NRSVUE)
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING                  John 14:15-21 (NRSVUE)
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

 SERMON			        “Life, Faith and Love”		               Jeff Courter

HYMN #775	                        “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; in my trials, Lord, walk with me;
when my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

3 When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; when I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

PROFESSION OF FAITH           THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY    

HYMN #710	                            “We Are an Offering”

We lift our voices, we lift our hands;
We lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.
Lord, use our voices; Lord use our hands;
Lord, use our lives; they are yours; we are an offering.
All we have, all that we are,
All that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands;
We lift our lives up to you:  we are an offering; we are an offering. 

OFFERING SONG #328           “Praise God, All You Nations” (DaNase)
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise:
God’s love is great and endures forever.
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/THE LORD’S PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN # 	    “We Are Restoring the House of God”		   Jeff Courter
 
Chorus:
We are restoring the house of God, We are renewing the Body of Christ,
We are creating a world of shalom, God is transforming and making us right!

Sisters and brothers who care for each other, 
Love for our neighbor and love for the world;
Sharing ourselves creates new life together,
Healing and strength in the name of the Lord! (Chorus)

Living community, love overflowing, Being together intentionally;
Giving each other the gift of acceptance, Share the new vision of reality! (Chorus)

Giving attention to each precious person, 
Giving our time to let love have its way;
Building relationships, moment by moment,
Making us one as we work and we play. (Chorus)

Now we invite you to please come and join us!
Lift up your voice as we sing a new song!
Bound to each other like muscle to sinew;
Christ’s holy Body to right what is wrong. (Chorus)

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL/POSTLUDE       “We Are Marching in the Light of God”
 					 
We are marching in the light of God, We are marching in the light of God,
We are marching in the light of God, We are marching in the light of,
The light of God,
We are marching, marching, We are marching, marching,
We are marching in the light of, The light of God,
We are marching, marching, We are marching, marching,
We are marching in the light of God.










UPCOMING CALENDAR

 
SUNDAY, ADULT BIBLE STUDY – 10:00 AM – will resume next Sunday.  We are finishing up the Bible book of Ephesians, and then we will take a break for the Summer until resuming in the Fall.

May 24 – Pentecost Sunday/Memorial Day Sunday Picnic
Wear something red for Pentecost Sunday! Stay after for the picnic!

REMINDER: We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office.








First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
     FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    Nadina Grants, Clerk of Session                                
      

Please note:  we now have a public WiFi for the church, though it may only be available in the church hall for now.
Name:  CHURCH GUEST
Password: welcome1


For offerings/donations:
1. [image: ]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account.  Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 
929-418-0958 (please note: this is a new number)
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. The web address of your donation form has now been changed to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBFD
5. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank.
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Building a Community of Faith, Hope, and Love
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