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PRELUDE			 

WELCOME      

[bookmark: _Hlk121741414][bookmark: OLE_LINK96]CALL TO WORSHIP




HYMN #510			“Come, Share the Lord”

1. We gather here, in Jesus name; 
his love is burning in our hearts like living flame; 
for through the loving Son, the Father makes us one;
come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come share the Lord.
No one is a stranger here; everyone belongs;
Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs. 

2. He joins us here; he breaks the breadk;
the Lord who pours the cup is risen from the dead;
the one we love the most is now our gracious host;
Come, take the bread, come drink the wine; come, share the Lord.
We are now a family, of which the Lord is head.
Though unseen, he meets us here in the breaking of the bread.

3. We’ll gather soon where angels sing; 
we’ll see the glory of our Lord and coming King;
now we anticipate the feast for which we wait:
come, take the bread, come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord.

CALL TO CONFESSION  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE  

RESPONSE: HYMN #582	         “Glory to God”
  1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
     and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
     and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
     As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
2 World without end, without end. Amen.
   World without end, without end. Amen.
   World without end, without end. Amen.
   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.      
PEACE       
Let there be peace on earth.
And let it begin with me.
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk22825171]RESPONSIVE READING              Psalm 25:1-9 (NRSVUE)
 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
 O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame;
    do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
    for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
    for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
    according to your steadfast love remember me,
    for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
 He leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble his way.

FIRST READING                      Philippians 2:1-13 (NRSVUE)
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name,
10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

SECOND READING                Matthew 21:23-32 (NRSVUE)
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.

SERMON                                      “Communion with God”                         Jeff Courter     



HYMN #515		                  	“I Come with Joy”

1 I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall, in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.

2 I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread.

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near, is in such friendship better known, alive among us here, alive among us here.

5 Together met, together bound by all that God has done, we’ll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

PROFESSION OF FAITH             THE NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY                           

OFFERING SONG #328    “Praise God, All You Nations” (DaNase)
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise:
God’s love is great and endures forever.
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe.
You made a covenant with our ancestor Abraham, promising to make of him a great nation, and a blessing to all the families of the earth…

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of majesty.  Out of your great love for the world, you sent Jesus, not to condemn, but to save, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish, but have eternal life, born again from above by water and the Spirit. 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming. With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, make us one us with Christ and one with your church in all the world.  By faith, make us children of Abraham, justified by the righteousness and grace of Christ, so that we may share the blessings of your covenant people. 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (in various languages)

THE LORD’S SUPPER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN #853      “We Are Marching in the Light of God”

1. We are marching in the light of God.  We are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God.  We are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, marching, We are marching, 
We are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, marching, we are marching, 
           We are marching in the light of God. 

      2.  We are dancing in the love of God. We are dancing in the love of God. 
           We are dancing in the love of God. We are dancing in the love of God. 
           We are dancing, dancing, We are dancing, 
           We are living in the love of God. 
           We are dancing, dancing, We are dancing, 
           We are dancing in the love of God. 
      3.  We are praying in the love of God. We are praying in the love of God. 
           We are praying in the love of God. We are praying in the love of God. 
           We are praying, praying, We are praying, 
           We are praying in the love of God. 
           We are praying, praying, We are praying, 
           We are praying in the love of God. 

      4.  We are singing in the love of God. We are singing in the love of God. 
           We are singing in the love of God. We are singing in the love of God. 
           We are singing, singing, We are singing, 
           We are singing in the love of God. 
           We are singing, praying, We are singing, 
           We are singing in the love of God. 

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 		           
___________________________________________________________________	
















UPCOMING CALENDAR

MONDAY NIGHT, 7:00 PM  -  Meditation & Prayer Group in the sanctuary; in-person only.

REMINDER:  We are still looking for volunteers for worship readers and/or juice/coffee hour.  There is a 3-month sign-up sheet posted just outside the office, and we would appreciate your help as we have been transitioning back to in-worship service.  If you have any questions, please contact the Office.

The Congregational Ministry and Nurture Committee (CM&N) will host Presbytery Day on Saturday, October 7, from 9am to 1pm at First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills. 
This serves as an Officer Training for Deacons and Elders and is open to all who are interested in church leadership. 
(cont.)
The Justice Ministries Committee (JMC) will hold Advocacy Day workshops and both groups will break bread and worship together. Breakfast and lunch will be served ($10/day donation suggested) and childcare will be available in the morning by advance request ($20/family). Click on the link below to register. 
Registration deadline is October 1st. 

RSVP and direct questions to Rev. Chesna Hinkley, Co-chair, at ceh@mapc.com. 

REGISTER NOW! – (use link below) https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeugNemJONXehYU7K3qg5CHhrmSBbuo3-3Uu-0DqZnZx60Bw/viewform






First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills
70-35 112th St., Forest Hills, NY 11375  presbyfh.org
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]     David Barnett, Admin.718-268-4036       	Jeff Courter, Pastor,  
       FirstPresFHNY@gmail.com;                   	rev.jeffrey.courter@gmail.com 
    ‘Cil Brewer, Clerk of Session               	            




For offerings/donations:
1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Use Zelle to make Online donations from your bank account. Use this phone number to transfer to the church: 646-577-7967
2. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills and mail check to the church office
3. Go to our church website: presbyfh.org and click on the “Give Now” icon to set up a donation; or click on the qr code above
4. Set up a “Bill pay” from your bank
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